Grade 4
First Prompt

Narrative
Writing an Autobiographical Experience

English/Language Arts Content Standards:
1.0  Writing Strategies
2.0  Writing Applications (Genres and Their Characteristics)
21  Write Narratives:
a. Relateideas, observations, or recollections of an event or experience.
b. Provide a context to enable the reader to imagine the world of the event or experience.
c. Useconcrete sensory details.
d. Provideinsight into why the selected event or experience is memorable.

Writing Situation:

No matter what age we are, we love to hear stories from our parents, grandparents, older brothers and
sisters, and aunts and uncles about interesting or funny things that we did when we were little. Using
our imaginations, we can really see what happened and feel like we were there again when we hear
those stories. (Allow an opportunity for discussion.)

Directions for Writing:

Write about an incident that happened when you were little. 1t might be an event that you remember.
It could be one that you remember from stories that other people have told you. Your classmates will
want to read what happened and where it happened. Be sure to include in your description: how the
place looked, what people were involved, and how they were involved. Readers will also wart to
know why this incident sticks in your memory and how you feel now when you think about it.

Writing and Convention Standar ds:

For this writing task, students will:

a. relateideas, observations, or recollections of an event or experience.

b. provide acontext to enable the reader to imagine the world of the event or experience.

C. Uuse concrete sensory details.

d. help the reader see why the selected event or experience is memorable.

e. create a multiple-paragraph composition with an introductory paragraph, supporting
paragraphs, and a concluding paragraph.

f. usefluid and legible cursive or joined italic.

g. demonstrate grade-level appropriate sentence structure, grammar, punctuation, capitalization,
and spelling.

Resour ces:

Reading/Language Arts Framework for California Public Schools, pp. 115-116
Writer’s Express: Lesson Plans and Assessment, pp. 2-17

Writer’s Express Handbook, pp. 110-115




Grade 4
First Prompt Rubric

Narrative
Writing an Autobiographical Experience

Fully addresses the prompt.

Is clearly organized in alogical sequence that provides a context to enable
the reader to imagine the event.

Is a multi-paragraph composition with an introduction, supporting details
that describe a memorable persona experience, and a conclusion that
provides insight into why the experience is memorable.

Has compl ete, coherent sentences that use a variety of patterns and lengths.
Has effectiveness and variety of word choice.

Has expressive language that uses well-chosen sensory details to describe
the setting, othersinvolved, and objects.

Has grade- level appropriate spelling, grammar, capitalization, and
punctuation; contains few, if any, errors that do not interfere with
understanding the writing.

Has fluid, legible handwriting using cursive or joined italic.

Responds to the prompt.

Is organized in alogical sequence.

Is a multi-paragraph composition with an introduction, some details that tell
about a memorable personal experience, and a conclusion.

Has mainly complete sentences that use more than one pattern.

Has some variety in word choice.

Has some expressive language that uses sensory details to describe the
setting, othersinvolved, and objects.

Has mainly grade-level appropriate spelling, grammar, capitalization, and
punctuation; contains some errors that do not interfere with understanding
the writing.

Has legible cursive or joined italic handwriting with appropriate spacing
and most letters formed correctly.

Attempts to respond to the prompt.

May lack organization.

May lack proper paragraphing and/or details about an experience of the
writer.

May have incomplete or incoherent sentences that may use only one
pattern.

May have little or no variety in word choice.

May name the setting, others involved, and objects lacking sensory details.
May contain many errors in spelling, grammar, capitalization, and/or
punctuation that may interfere with understanding the writing.

Has handwriting that is difficult to read with errors that may interfere with
meaning.




May not respond to the prompt. (May be off topic.)

L acks organization.

L acks paragraphs and/or does not include details about an experience of the
writer.

Has mainly incomplete and/or incoherent sentences.

Contains mainly basic sight words with no descriptive language.

Has frequent and numerous misspelled words that interfere with meaning.
May contain frequent and numerous errors in spelling, grammar,
capitalization, and punctuation that interfere with the understanding of the
writing.

Handwriting may be mostly illegible.

BP

Blank Paper




Grade 4
First Prompt - Student Page

Narrative
Writing an Autobiographical Experience

Writing Situation:

No matter what age we are, we love to hear stories from our parents, grandparents, older brothers and
sisters, and aunts and uncles about interesting or funny things that we did when we were little. Using
our imaginations, we can really see what happened and fedl like we were there again when we hear
those stories.

Directions for Writing:

Write about an incident that happened when you were little. 1t might be an event that you remember.
It could be one that you remember from stories that other people have told you. Y our classmates will
want to read what happened and where it happened. Be sure to include in your description: how the
place looked, what people were involved, and how they were involved. Readers will also want to
know why this incident sticks in your memory and how you feel now when you think about it.

a
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Writing and Convention Standards: m\

For this writing task, you will:
b. provide a context to enable the reader to imagine the world of the event or experience.
C.
d.
e. create a multiple-paragraph composition with an introductory paragraph, supporting

relate ideas, observations, or recollections of an event or experience.

use concrete sensory details.
help the reader see why the selected event or experience is memorable.

paragraphs, and a concluding paragraph.

use fluid and legible cursive or joined italic.

demonstrate grade-level appropriate sentence structure, grammar, punctuation, capitalization,
and spelling.




District Writing Sample Scoring Rationale

First Prompt, Grade 4
Narrative
Writing an Autobiographical Experience

Rubric Score Point: 4 high

Characteristics that make the paper a high 4:

a.

b.

Has legible cursive.
Responds to the prompt.

Excellent use of quotations.

. Has effectiveness and variety of word choice.

. Has complete, coherent sentences.

Includes expressive language but lacks sensory details.

Additional instructional stepsfor thewriter’s growth would include:

a.

Conferencing with the student to discover details about the event and then showing
how to include those details in his/her writing.

Teacher Notes:
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District Writing Sample Scoring Rationale

First Prompt, Grade 4
Narrative
Writing an Autobiographical Experience

Rubric Score Point: 4 anchor

Characteristicsthat make the paper an anchor 4:

a.

b.

Answers all the questions asked in the prompt.
Uses appropriate paragraphing.

Contains expressive language.

. Has variety of sentence structure.

. Has legible cursive handwriting with occasional problems forming some letters.

Additional instructional stepsfor thewriter’s growth would include:

a.

b.

C.

Reviewing the formation of the cursive m, n, and v.
Teaching the student to use the same verb tense throughout the entire essay.

Reviewing the rules for quotation mark placement.

Teacher Notes:
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District Writing Sample Scoring Rationale

First Prompt, Grade 4
Narrative
Writing an Autobiographical Experience

Rubric Score Point: 4 low

Characteristics that make the paper alow 4:

a.

b.

e.

f.

g.

Responds to the prompt.

Includes legible cursive.

Contains e xpressive language.

Good use of possessive nouns.

Grade level appropriate spelling, grammar, capitalization, and punctuation.
Has some complete, complex sentences.

Needs more variety in word choice.

Additional instructional stepsfor thewriter’sgrowth would include:

a.

b.

C.

Demonstrating for the student how to use proper paragraphing.
Teaching the student some techniques for proofreading.

Modeling how to improve word choice.

Teacher Notes:
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District Writing Sample Scoring Rationale

First Prompt, Grade 4
Narrative
Writing an Autobiographical Experience

Rubric Score Point: 3 high
Characteristics that make the paper a high 3:
a. Responds to the prompt.
b. Has legible cursive.
c. Includes a logical sequence of events.
d. Has expressive language, but lacks sensory details.
e. Contains a few misspelled words that do not interfere with the meaning.
f. Lacks paragraphing.

g. Includes many simple sentences and a few fragments.

Additional instructional stepsto support thiswriter:
a. Demonstrating for the student how to use paragraphing.
b. Modeling for the student how to develop paragraphs.

c. Instructing the student on the elements and structure of a complete sentence.

Teacher Notes:







District Writing Sample Scoring Rationale

First Prompt, Grade 4
Narrative
Writing an Autobiographical Experience

Rubric Score Point: 3 anchor

Characteristicsthat make the paper an anchor 3:
a. Responds to the prompt.
b. Contains memorable personal experiences.
c. Includes compound and complex sentences.
d. Has legible cursive handwriting.
e. Organization of thoughts is strong.
f. Lacks appropriate paragraphing.

g. Lacks descriptive, sensory details.

Additional instructional stepsfor thewriter’s growth would include:
a. Demonstrating for the student how to use proper paragraphing.

b. Conferencing with the student to discover details about the event and then showing
how to include those details in his/her writing.

c. Reviewing the rules for using an apostrophe.

Teacher Notes:
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District Writing Sample Scoring Rationale

First Prompt, Grade 4
Narrative
Writing an Autobiographical Experience

Rubric Score Point: 3 low

Characteristics that make the paper alow 3:

a.

b.

Responds to prompt.

Uses expressive language.

Has legible cursive handwriting.
Contains information about setting.
Contains some incomplete sentences.

Has a few misspelled words.

Additional instructional stepsfor thewriter’s growth would include:

a. Reviewing the rules for using an apostrophe.

b.

C.

Instructing the student on the elements and structure of a complete sentence.

Practicing of correct spelling and grammar usage by completing DOL daily.

Teacher Notes:
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District Writing Sample Scoring Rationale

First Prompt, Grade 4
Narrative
Writing an Autobiographical Experience

Rubric Score Point: 2 high

Characteristics that make the paper a high 2:

a.

b.

Has legible cursive handwriting.
Names others involved and objects, but lacks sensory details.

Contains mainly one sentence pattern.

. Has random capitalization and punctuation.

. Lacks organization and consists of repeated thoughts.

Lacks proper paragraphing.

. Lacks variety in word choice.

Has some misspelled words.

Additional instructional stepsfor thewriter’s growth would include:

Demonstrating for the student how to use proper paragraphing.

Reviewing the rules for capitalization and practicing how to look for errors in his/her
writing.

Teaching the student some prewriting techniques and structures.

Teacher Notes:
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District Writing Sample Scoring Rationale

First Prompt, Grade 4
Narrative
Writing an Autobiographical Experience

Rubric Score Point: 2 anchor
Characteristicsthat make the paper an anchor 2:
a. Attempts to respond to the prompt.
b. Has proper capitalization and punctuation.
c. Writing is legible.
d. Has complete sentences that use only one sentence pattern.
e. Lacks proper paragraphing.
f. Contains no variety in word choice.
g. Has misspelled words that interfere with understanding the writer.
h. Needs details about the experience.
Additional instructional stepsfor thewriter’s growth would include:
a. Demonstrating for the student how to use proper paragraphing.

b. Conferencing with the student to discover details about the event and then showing
how to include those details in his/her writing.

c. Modeling a variety of ways to begin sentences.

Teacher Notes:
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District Writing Sample Scoring Rationale

First Prompt, Grade 4
Narrative
Writing an Autobiographical Experience

Rubric Score Point: 2 low
Characteristics that make the paper alow 2:
a. Has legible handwriting.
b. Lacks an understanding of ending punctuation.
c. Has incomplete sentences.
d. Strays from the topic.
e. Has no variety in word choice.

f. Contains misspelled words.

Additional instructional stepsfor thewriter’s growth would include:
a. Teaching the student some prewriting techniques and structures.
b. Instructing the student on the elements and structure of a complete sentence.

c. Instructing the student on the rules for using a period and then modeling how to apply
those rules when writing.

Teacher Notes:
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District Writing Sample Scoring Rationale

First Prompt, Grade 4
Narrative
Writing an Autobiographical Experience

Rubric Score Point: 1 high
Characteristics that make the paper a high 1:
a. Strays from the topic.
b. Contains random punctuation errors.
c. Has no descriptive language.
d. Contains mainly basic sight words.
e. Requires end punctuation.

f. Has incomplete and incoherent sentences.

Additional instructional stepsfor thewriter’s growth would include:
a. Teaching the student some prewriting techniques and structures.

b. Reviewing the directions for writing to be sure the student understands the prompt.

c. Instructing the student on the rules for using a period and then modeling how to apply
those rules when writing.

Teacher Notes:
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District Writing Sample Scoring Rationale

First Prompt, Grade 4
Narrative
Writing an Autobiographical Experience

Rubric Score Point: 1 anchor
Characteristicsthat make the paper an anchor 1:
a. Has legible handwriting.
b. Never states a purpose for the writing.
c. Consists of one run-on sentence.
d. Lacks capitalization of proper nouns.

e. Has incoherent sentences

Additional instructional stepsfor thewriter’s growth would include:

a. Instructing the student on the rules for using a period and then modeling how to apply
those rules when writing.

b. Reviewing the rules for capitalization and practicing how to look for errors in his/her
writing.

Teacher Notes:







District Writing Sample Scoring Rationale

First Prompt, Grade 4
Narrative
Writing an Autobiographical Experience

Rubric Score Point: 1 low

Characteristicsthat make the paper alow 1:
a. Consists of correct spacing between words.
b. Has cursive handwriting.
c. Has incomplete and incoherent sentences.
d. Contains numerous misspelled words.
e. Lacks paragraphing.

f. Lacks proper capitalization rules.

Additional instructional stepsfor thewriter’s growth would include:
a. Reviewing the capitalization rules for proper pronouns.

b. Exposing the student to quality literature.

Teacher Notes:




/C/

£

i ;ff%

! - L Wm : .

i_L"



