Grade 7
First Prompt

Expository
Writing a Summary

English/Language Arts Content Standards:
1.0  Writing Strategies
2.0  Writing Applications (Genres and Their Characteristics)
25  Write summaries of reading materials:
a. Include the main ideas and most significart details.
b. Usethe student’s own words, except for quotations.
c. Reflect underlying meaning, not just superficia details.

Writing Situation

Writing summaries is one way to help us understand what we read and hear. Being able to write a
good summary helps to insure academic success in all subject areas as we put complex ideas into our
own words. Summaries are also a good way to communicate the most important information. When
writing a summary, select only main ideas and significant details from the material. Next, combine
these ideas into a clear and simple paragraph or two. (Allow an opportunity for discussion.)

Directions for Writing

Read the attached selection. Be sure to think about the main ideas of the story as you read. Make notes
of the main ideas and important details of the story in order to help you summarize the article.

Writing and Convention Standar ds

For this writing task, students will write a summary that:
a. contains the main ideas of the reading selection.
b. includes the most significant details.
C. usesthe student’s own words, except for quotations.
d. reflects the underlying meaning of the piece.
e. demonstrates grade-level appropriate sentence structure, grammar, punctuation, capitalization,
and spelling.

Resour ces:

Reading/Language Arts Framework for California Public Schools, pp. 162-163
Write Source 2000 Handbook, pp. 213-216

Program Guide, pp. 251-257

Lesson Plans and Assessments, pp. 34-38



Grade 7
First Prompt Rubric

Expository
Writing a Summary

Fully addresses the prompt.

I's clearly organized in alogical sequence that includes the main ideas
of the reading selection and most significant details.

Is a single or multi-paragraph composition with a topic sentence,
necessary facts and details, and a concluding sentence.

Contains effective transitions and conjunctions to connect and unify the
important idess.

Has complete, coherent sentences that use a variety of patterns that
include compound and complex sentences, using the active voice.
Has effectiveness and variety of word choice.

Contains the writer’s own words except for quotations.

Clearly reflects the underlying meaning of the source, not just the
superficial details.

Has grade- level appropriate spelling, grammar, capitalization, and
punctuation; contains few, if any, errors thet do not interfere with
understanding the writing.

Has fluid, legible handwriting.

Responds to the prompt.

Is organized in alogical sequence that includes the main ideas and
significant details of the reading selection.

Is asingle or multi-paragraph composition that may include a topic
sentence, necessary facts and details, and a concluding sentence.
Contains transitions and conjunctions to connect ideas.

Has mainly complete sentences that use more than one pattern that
include compound and complex sentences and may use the active
voice.

Has some variety in word choice.

May contain the writer’s own words except for quotations.

Reflects the underlying meaning of the source, not just the superficial
details.

Has mainly grade-level appropriate spelling, grammar, capitalization,
and punctuation; contains some errors that do not interfere with
understanding the writing.

Has legible handwriting.




Attempts to respond to the prompt.

May lack organization.

May lack proper paragraphing.

May contain few transitions and conjunctions to connect ideas.

May have incomplete or incoherent sentences that may use only one
pattern; the active voice is not present.

May have little or no variety in word choice.

May contain alist of key phrases and details from the selection.

May not reflect the underlying meaning of the source.

May contain many errors in spelling, grammar, capitalization, and/or
punctuation that may interfere with understanding the writing.

Has handwriting that is difficult to read.

May not respord to the prompt. (May be off topic.)
May contain some indiscriminately selected phrases or details.
Does not reflect the underlying meaning of the source.

Contains frequent and numerous errors in spelling, grammar,
capitalization, and punctuation that interfere with the understanding of
the writing.

Handwriting may be mostly illegible.

BP

Blank Paper




Grade 7
First Prompt - Student Page

Expository
Writing a Summary

Writing Situation

Writing summaries is one way to help us understand what we read and hear. Being able to write a
good summary helps to insure academic success in al subject areas as we put complex ideas into our
own words. Summaries are also a good way to communicate the most important information. When
writing a summary, select only main ideas and significant details from the material. Next, combine
these ideas into a clear and simple paragraph or two.

Directions for Writing

Read the attached selection. Be sure to think about the main ideas of the story as you read. Make notes
of the main ideas and important details of the story in order to help you summarize the article.

Writing and Convention Standards

For this writing task, you will write a summary that:
a. contains the main ideas of the reading selection.
includes the most significant details.
uses the your own words, except for quotations.

b

C.

d. reflects the underlying meaning of the piece.

e. demonstrates grade-level appropriate sentence structure, grammar, punctuation, capitalization,
and spelling.




Physician Remembered as “Pillar of Strength” for Black Patienis
Grade 7 -First Prompt

by

Steven hMayer

When Dir. Emest W, Wilkams armved in
Balearsfield ar the close of World War IT, macial
segregation was a cold, hard fact of life

Black rnen arnd wrovaec coulde’e sir deramt 1o
ezt ak reoat whice-cwned lanch counters
drrgmiterany; real estavs not designated as “colored”,
could not he parchazed by local Black familics;, and
rredicad care for BakersBeld's Black community was
shamcfully —and somedmes fatally - [n adequane.

But the ardwal of o yeoungs black peneral
practitioner from the Eastimmediately hegan to
inspire a growing sense of self-suffidency and prids
among eosidents in the comenanity, wealled
lengritne Bakersfield phatmacist Harold Temlin.

“Dr. Willlams was a pillar of strenpth and
stability to the black coromanicy,” Tormbin said,
“Tlis presencs brengit a sense of soounty and
refage."

Though he died in 1975, Walliams 15 sall
pememnlbered oot ooly 83 one of the frse Black
physidans in Bakersfeld, but as one of the st of a
beecd of doectoes whe visited the homes of sick
patdens to offer medical cars and reamment

Mowt of the farmlies he served were poor, so it
wisa'e wnusul for Williams o carry home a bag of
sweet potaboes or & platter of home-cooked
chicken ais payment,

“We never got a bill from hien; vou just paid
hdars whie von conld,” said 72-yeat ald Yemon
Strong, a BebersBeld Realtor and forenes city
eourtilren.

“Fle didn't have 8 monstany value system,™
‘Tnendin agvecd. “He probably weald have becorne
very wealthy if he had eollected sven one-fourth of
what owed him — but people paid bim in
whatever they had.”

Born in 1M 2 in Thomasdlle, G, Willias
farndly soon rnirared north b Buffide, ILY., whers
he would spend most of his childhood

He excelled in neadetnics a5 2 youth and weoe
om 2 attend hMetamy dedical College in Nasholte,
where he carned 2 medicad degree [ 1951,

Williams served a5 4 physiclon in the Ay
during Wetld ¥War II. Flis Grst pears az 2 dector
Wy spent eending to soldices who weee wounnded
in the Bloody bﬂtﬂ:’:? of the Seuth Padfic.

My observations, thoughts, feelings, and
guestions about Dr. Walliains:



Physician Rememntbered as “Pillar of Strength” for Black Patients contivucd

Abter the way ended, Williame meved his
family ter Baketsfield, where he se¢ up a2 medical
practice in 3 stotefront bullding st 911 Califormia
Ave, Io 1947, Williams bepan ko share hiz offices
wirth Dy, Homer K. Mrles, whe for many yeats was
the only black dentist between Tos Anpeles and
San Frasocizeo,

Dunag the eady-19540s, Willams and Myles
established o medical clinic ar 232 Baker Sr, n east
Bakersheld, Eventually, the Baker Stteat Bedical
Tiudlding boasted the scemers of 2 wide arsay of
medical probessionals and spedalists, ©

But it wasn’t eagy. Willims and Mylcs weee
not able to persuade their local bank to appreve a
loan for the bwilding projoet ~ despite the fact that
the twe had runa suecessfild medical partnership
for tnore than Bire pears. )

“Uhee it came titne bo boild owr offices, the
Bk wondddn’t Joan us the money,™ hples recalled.
“W'e hed to pay becween 60 and 7 percent of the
meney up Font in order bo get the peoject
trcwriog.”

Despite the radal barders of the ome, the
trnedical practies contdauved ro prow and foudsh,
The Jong list of patient becamne integrated a3 people
of all races soupht medical and dental eate a the
climie, Myles said

“Dr, Williarns wobded long and arduons
hours, but money for him was not a great
tootivator,” Myles rerembered, “Bly wife and I
had to take care of that end of things.™

T 1880, the Dr. Erncat W Wilkians
Echolamship Fund was fetned to identfy and
support black, a5 well as other students who hava
temanstrated cutstanding scholatrhip ability, To
date, the find had awsrded mere than S1E0000 i
scholarships wo 161 stadenis.

: For countless Bakersficld residents of a cortain
age, the mibute o the mevncty of Williams is firing
inde=d.
Before the araval of D Wikliagas sand soother
Llseke pbipsician, “medical cave was atodous —
almnst nonedstene, except for whae was then
kncrrs 25 Kem General Hospivdd,” Stroop
remembered.

“He was ooe of the greatest people who ever
Lwed — T really beliews that,” Strong said. “Ther’s
not a person T know who'z made that kiod of
impace, Peopls lowved bite,™

My observations, thoughls, feelings, and
questions about Dr, Wilhams:

laver, Steven, Phpsician R:.vmembered a5 “Pillar of Strepgth® for Black Pariems, The Bakersfisld Californian, Febmary 26, 2001,



District Writing Sample Scoring Rationale
First Prompt, Grade 7
EXxpository
Writing a Summary

Rubric Score Point: 4 high
Characteristics that make the paper a high 4:

a. Fully addresses the prompt.

b. Includes the main ideas of the reading selection and most significant details.
c. Isclearly organized in a logical sequence.
d. Has effectiveness and variety of word choice.

e. Contains the writer's own words.

Additional instructional stepsfor thewriter’s growth would include:

a. Instructing the student to leave more of aspace after a period to facilitate ease of
reading.

Teacher Notes:




By Ermest W.OWHlding was @ YRy gredd pade: wiie B ietd e bt
e ¥R ek wadical dbentiondis s s Mok geetraianetiiands from the

Eactdnd wal 4 decteron WWID AR the Hiee he armved (n Bakarsfietd,

ibwias . during e g of. segriation D Williers was ale e Jacr

&b detter s who wage lauer aaliz SPnce mast o bas vickiny nesre goen

b owes dtually paid v howes costad toddis AR Phatbe sof v o

pedienl ot on Dabersfizid with T fowar K, f‘r’l}rf-i‘ﬁrq Atnt A rer
@ owhilyer grechied gvde and Jerh 4Ry teeakd plepl o Al any,

deiplre S-Egli-ag;i'i-.-ﬂjz.![ e § dfter g d—fl.'-i-;.‘ﬁ-i. [r Ermast W, v g
e roy .
_S'.;Lu]nrsh.'r:r Fupsd wag Gl ok dor T duderas whe have demecnsiraned |

- -

Cowbstdndivd Sthelaming alitiew e Brnesk W0 Wlliams will dlways be

remmbmbared A3 end gf The droatess wecyt Thos £ver s L Toads efiek



District Writing Sample Scoring Rationale

First Prompt, Grade 7
EXxpository
Writing a Summary

Rubric Score Point: 4 anchor
Characteristics that make the paper an anchor 4:
a. Fully addresses the prompt.
b. Is organized in a logical sequence.
c. Contains the writer's own words except for quotations.

d. Includes the main ideas of the reading selection.

Additional instructional stepsfor thewriter’s growth would include:

a. Teaching the student how to identify the most significant details.

Teacher Notes:
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District Writing Sample Scoring Rationale
First Prompt, Grade 7
Expository
Writing @ Summary

Rubric Score Point: 4 low
Characteristicsthat make the paper alow 4:

a. Addresses the prompt.
b. Is clearly organized in a logical sequence.

c. Includes most of the main ideas.

Additional instructional stepsfor thewriter’s growth would include:

a. Teaching the student some techniques for proofreading.

Teacher Notes:
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District Writing Sample Scoring Rationale

First Prompt, Grade 7
EXxpository
Writing a Summary

Rubric Score Point: 3 high
Characteristics that make the paper a high 3:
a. Responds to the prompt.
b. Has variety of word choice.
c. Has legible handwriting.

d. Responds with appropriate spelling, grammar, capitalization, and punctuation.

Additional instructional stepsfor thewriter’s growth would include:
a. Modeling and reviewing how to develop a paragraph.

b. Practicing writing a concluding sentence.

Teacher Notes:
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District Writing Sample Scoring Rationale

First Prompt, Grade 7
EXxpository
Writing a Summary

Rubric Score Point: 3 anchor
Characteristics that make the paper an anchor 3:

a. Addresses the prompt.
b. Includes the main ideas of the reading selection.

c. Contains the writer's own words.

Additional instructional stepsfor thewriter’s growth would include:

a. Practicing how to write an introduction and conclusion that is not repetitive.

Teacher Notes:
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District Writing Sample Scoring Rationale

First Prompt, Grade 7
EXxpository
Writing a Summary

Rubric Score Point: 3 low
Characteristicsthat makethe paper alow 3:
a. Responds to the prompt.
b. Contains more than one sentence pattern and has variety in word choice.

c. Includes a topic sentence and concluding sentence.

Additional instructional stepsfor thewriter’s growth would include:

a. Modeling how to use transitions and conjunctions to connect ideas and create a
variety of sentence structures.

Teacher Notes:
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District Writing Sample Scoring Rationale
First Prompt, Grade 7
EXxpository
Writing a Summary

Rubric Score Point: 2 high

Characteristics that make the paper a high 2:

a

b.

C.

d.

Addresses the prompt.
Lacks proper paragraphing and/or details.
Lacks good organization.

Few transitions and conjunctions to connect ideas.

Additional instructional stepsfor thewriter’s growth would include:

a. Demonstrating for the student how to use proper paragraphing.

b.

C.

Coaching the student on how to write complex sentences in an organized manner.

Modeling how to write a conclusion.

Teacher Notes:
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District Writing Sample Scoring Rationale

First Prompt, Grade 7
EXxpository
Writing a Summary

Rubric Score Point: 2 anchor
Characteristics that make the paper an anchor 2:
a Attempts to respond to prompt.
b. Does not reflect the underlying meaning of a source.

c. Contains a list of key phrases and details from the selection; some are incorrect.

Additional instructional stepsfor thewriter’s growth would include:

a. Teaching the student how to look at the articles to check for accuracy of
information/details.

b. Modeling how to write a topic sentence with supporting details.

Teacher Notes:
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District Writing Sample Scoring Rationale
First Prompt, Grade 7
EXxpository
Writing a Summary

Rubric Score Point: 2 low

Characteristics that make the paper low 2:
a Attempts to respond to prompt.
b. Writing does not reflect the underlying meaning of the source.
c. Lacks proper paragraphing.

d. Very little variety in word choice.

Additional instructional stepsfor thewriter’s growth would include:
a. Modeling how to write a topic sentence with supportive details.
b. Modeling a variety of ways to begin sentences.

c. Reviewing capitalization, punctuation, and grammar rules.

Teacher Notes:
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District Writing Sample Scoring Rationale

First Prompt, Grade 7
EXxpository
Writing a Summary

Rubric Score Point: 1 high
Characteristics that makethe paper a high 1:
a Attempts to respond to prompt.

b. Contains indiscriminating selected details and phrases.

Additional instructional stepsfor thewriter’s growth would include:

a. Demonstrating how to discover important details about the story and then how to
include those details in writing.

b. Teaching the students some prewriting techniques and structures.

Teacher Notes:
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District Writing Sample Scoring Rationale
First Prompt, Grade 7
EXxpository
Writing a Summary

Rubric Score Point: 1 anchor

Characteristics that make the paper an anchor 1:

a

b.

C.

d.

Weak attempt to address the topic.
Writing does contain some details.
Lacks organization.

Contains many errors in spelling, grammar, capitalization, and punctuation.

Additional instructional stepsfor thewriter’s growth would include:

a

Instructing the student on the elements and structure of a complete sentence.

Teacher Notes:
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District Writing Sample Scoring Rationale

First Prompt, Grade 7
EXxpository
Writing a Summary

Rubric Score Point: 1 low
Characteristics that make the paper alow 1:
a. Does not fully address the topic.

b. Lacks proper paragraphing.

c. Contains errors in spelling, grammar, capitalization, and punctuation that interfere with
understanding the writing.

d. Does not reflect the underlying meaning of the source.

Additional instructional stepsfor thewriter’s growth would include:

a. Conferencing with the student to discover details about the story and then
demonstrating how to include those details in writing.

b. Reviewing the rules of capitalization, grammar, and punctuation and practicing how to
look for errors in writing.

Teacher Notes:
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