
Grade 7 
Second Prompt 

 

Persuasive 
Supporting an Opinion with Facts and Logic 

  
 
English/Language Arts Content Standards: 
1.0 Writing Strategies 
2.0  Writing Applications (Genres and Their Characteristics) 
2.5 Write persuasive compositions: 

a. State a clear position or perspective in support of a proposition or proposal. 
b. Describe the points in support of the proposition, employing well-articulated evidence. 
c. Reflect underlying meaning, not just superficial details. 

 
 

Writing Situation 
 

Many schools in the Bakersfield City School District are thinking about requiring students to wear 
school uniforms.  You have been chosen to share your opinion on school uniforms with the principal of 
your school.  (Allow an opportunity for discussion.) 
 

Directions for Writing 
 

Write a letter persuading your principal on your position regarding school uniforms. Clearly state your 
position and support your opinion using facts and logical arguments.  Think about what opponents 
might say, and address their concerns and counter-arguments.  Be sure to use correct business letter 
form for your piece. 
 

Writing and Convention Standards  
 

For this task, students will write an opinion and support it with factual evidence and logical thinking.  
Their compositions will: 

a. have a clearly stated opinion or position. 
b. describe the supporting points, employing facts, statistics, and other well-articulated evidence. 
c. anticipate and address reader concerns and counterarguments. 
d. have an organized structure. 
e. show precise and effective word choice. 
f. have an active voice. 
g. demonstrate grade level appropriate sentence structure, grammar, punctuation, capitalization, 

and spelling. 
 

Resources: 
Reading/Language Arts Framework for California Public Schools, p. 163 
Write Source 2000: Lesson Plans and Assessments, pp. 54-57 
Write Source 2000, pp. 103, 106, 115-122, 241-245 
 
 
 

  



Grade 7  
Second Prompt Rubric 

 

Persuasive 
Supporting an Opinion with Facts and Logic 

 

4 § Fully addresses the prompt.  
§ Is clearly organized in a logical sequence that anticipates and addresses reader 

concerns and counterarguments. 
§ Is a multi-paragraph composition with an introduction that states a clear position 

or perspective in support of a proposition or proposal, supporting details that 
present relevant evidence as well as possible counterarguments, and a concluding 
paragraph that summarizes important ideas and details and links to the purpose of 
the composition. 

§ Is written in correct business letter form. 
§ Has expressive language that uses facts, statistics, or other well-chosen evidence 

that is relevant to the proposed audience. 
§ Contains effective transitions and conjunctions to connect and unify the important 

ideas. 
§ Has complete, coherent sentences that use a variety of patterns that include 

compound and complex sentence, using the active voice. 
§ Has effectiveness and variety of word choice. 
§ Has grade- level appropriate spelling, grammar, capitalization, and punctuation; 

contains few, if any, errors that do not interfere with understanding the writing. 

§ Has fluid, legible handwriting. 

3 § Responds to the prompt.  
§ Is organized in a logical sequence and may address the concerns and 

counterarguments of other readers. 
§ Is a multi-paragraph composition with an introduction that state a position, some 

details that support the position with evidence and addresses possible concerns of 
other readers, and a conclusion. 

§ Is written in correct business letter form. 
§ Has some expressive language that may use facts, statistics, or other well-chosen 

evidence that is appropriate for the proposed audience. 
§ Contains transitions and conjunctions to connect ideas. 
§ Has mainly complete sentences that use more than one pattern that include 

compound and complex sentences and may use the active voice. 
§ Has some variety in word choice. 
§ Has mainly grade- level appropriate spelling, grammar, capitalization, and 

punctuation; contains some errors that do not interfere with understanding the 
writing. 

§ Has legible handwriting. 



2 § Attempts to respond to the prompt.  
§ May lack organization. 
§ May lack proper paragraphing and/or details; may lack causes and/or solutions; 

may not indicate a purpose. 
§ Contains most of the elements of a business letter. 
§ May contain few transitions and conjunctions to connect ideas. 
§ May have incomplete or incoherent sentences that may use only one pattern; the 

active voice is not present. 
§ May contain little descriptive language or few details that may be inappropriate 

for the proposed audience. 
§ May have little or no variety in word choice. 
§ May contain many errors in spelling, grammar, capitalization, and/or punctuation 

that may interfere with understanding the writing. 
§ Has handwriting that is difficult to read. 

1 § May not respond to the prompt. (May be off topic.) 
§ Lacks organization. 
§ Lack paragraphs and/or does not include details; does not address the concerns of 

other readers. 
§ May not be in business letter form. 
§ May not consider the proposed audience. 
§ Has mainly incomplete or incoherent sentences. 
§ Contains no transitions and/or conjunctions to connect ideas. 
§ Contains mainly basic sight words with no descriptive language. 
§ May contain frequent and numerous errors in spelling, grammar, capitalization, 

and punctuation that interfere with the understanding of the writing. 
§ Handwriting may be mostly illegible. 

BP § Blank Paper 

 



Grade 7 
Second Prompt – Student Page 

 

Persuasive   
Supporting an Opinion with Facts and Logic 

 

 
 

Writing Situation 
 

Many schools in the Bakersfield City School District are thinking about requiring students to wear 
school uniforms.  You have been chosen to share your opinion on school uniforms with the principal of 
your school.   
 
Directions for Writing 
 

Write a letter persuading your principal on your position regarding school uniforms. Clearly state your 
position and support your opinion using facts and logical arguments.  Think about what opponents 
might say, and address their concerns and counter-arguments.  Be sure to use correct business letter 
form for your piece. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Writing and Convention Standards  
 

For this task, you will write an opinion and support it with factual evidence and logical thinking.  Your 
compositions will: 

a. have a clearly stated opinion or position. 
b. describe the supporting points, employing facts, statistics, and other well-articulated evidence. 
c. anticipate and address reader concerns and counterarguments. 
d. have an organized structure. 
e. show precise and effective word choice. 
f. have an active voice. 
g. demonstrate grade level appropriate sentence structure, grammar, punctuation, capitalization, 

and spelling. 
 



District Writing Sample Scoring Rationale 
Second Prompt, Grade 7 

Persuasive 
Supporting an Opinion with Facts and Logic 

 
Rubric Score Point:    4 anchor 
 
Characteristics that make the paper an anchor 4: 
 

a. Fully addresses prompt in a clearly organized and logical sequence. 
 

b. Is a multi-paragraph composition with a strong lead clearly stating a position, includes 
supporting details and relevant evidence, and a conclusion summarizing important 
details. 

 
c. Uses expressive language with facts and other well-chosen evidence relevant to the 

proposed audience in correct business letter format. 
 

d. Has complete, coherent sentences using a variety of patterns that include compound 
and complex sentences. 

  
e. Addresses real concerns providing solutions or counterarguments to those concerns. 
 
f. Gets right to the point – takes a clear stand – no rambling and is not wishy- washy. 

 
g. Not much variety in word choice. 

 
Additional instructional steps for the writer’s growth would include: 
 

a. Conferencing with the student on using a thesaurus for more effective word choice. 
 

 

Teacher Notes: 









District Writing Sample Scoring Rationale 
Second Prompt, Grade 7 

Persuasive 
Supporting an Opinion with Facts and Logic 

 
Rubric Score Point:    4 low 
 
Characteristics that make the paper a low 4: 
 

a. Uses a well-crafted lead and contains a compelling, persuasive concluding paragraph. 
 

b. Anticipates and addresses possible concerns and counterarguments. 
 

c. Written in correct business letter form with grade-level appropriate grammar, spelling, 
capitalization, and punctuation. 

 
d. Uses clear coherent paragraphs successfully stating a position and supporting with 

relevant evidence. 
  

e. Draws the reader immediately into the letter with a well-done introduction. 
 
f. Includes a conclusion that connects the reader to the introductory paragraph. 

 
g. Has little variety in word choice and sentence patterns (other than subject/verb 

pattern). 
 
Additional instructional steps for the writer’s growth would include: 
 

a. Modeling how to improve word choice variety using a thesaurus. 
 
b. Demonstrating for the student how to develop complex sentences i.e., beginning 

sentences with dependent clause or prepositional phrase. 
 
 
 Teacher Notes: 









District Writing Sample Scoring Rationale 
Second Prompt, Grade 7 

Persuasive 
Supporting an Opinion with Facts and Logic 

 
 
Rubric Score Point:    3 high 
 
Characteristics that make the paper a high 3: 
 

a. Has discernible paragraphs stating a position and presenting support with evidence 
and examples. 

 
b. Uses correct business letter form with few misspelled words and grade-level 

appropriate grammar, capitalization, and punctuation. 
 

c. Has mainly complete sentences with more than one sentence pattern, including 
compound and complex sentences. 

 
d. Contains a functional lead and persuasive concluding paragraphs. 

 
e. Presents the position and examples in a reasonable order. 
 
f. Uses a variety of word choice and an active voice. 

 
g. Fails to address reader concerns. 

 
 
Additional instructional steps for the writer’s growth would include: 
  

a. Demonstrating how to write a counterargument then coaching the student through the 
process. 

 
b. Teaching the student some techniques for proofreading. 

 
 
 Teacher Notes: 









District Writing Sample Scoring Rationale 
Second Prompt, Grade 7 

Persuasive 
Supporting an Opinion with Facts and Logic 

 
Rubric Score Point:    3 anchor 
 
Characteristics that make the paper an anchor 3: 
 

a. Responds to prompt using mainly complete sentences and limited details. 
 
b. Is appropriate for the proposed audience. 

 
c. Has a functional lead and conclusion within a correct business format. 

 
d. Uses grade-level appropriate grammar, capitalization, and punctuation. 

  
e. Has legible writing and few misspelled words. 
 
f. Includes decent transition words. 

 
g. Needs more supportive facts – development of added paragraphs. 

 
 
Additional instructional steps for the writer’s growth would include: 
 

a. Demonstrating for the student how to develop supporting reasons into more 
discernible paragraphs. 

 
b. Modeling how to improve word choice variety using a thesaurus. 

 
c. Teaching how to add variety in sentence structure. 
 

 
 Teacher Notes: 







District Writing Sample Scoring Rationale 
Second Prompt, Grade 7 

Persuasive 
Supporting an Opinion with Facts and Logic 

 
Rubric Score Point:    3 low 
 
Characteristics that make the paper a low 3: 
 

a. Uses discernible paragraphs stating a position and supports that position with 
evidence and examples. 

 
b. Has mainly complete sentences, using occasional variety of sentence patterns. 

 
c. Contains few misspelled words. 

 
d. Uses mainly grade-level appropriate grammar, capitalization, and punctuation. 

  
e. Includes a strong persuasive conclusion. 
 
f. Addresses the reader’s concerns. 

 
g. Does not use compelling facts in support of position. 

 
Additional instructional steps for the writer’s growth would include: 
 

a. Teaching how to add variety in sentence patterns, to include more complex sentences. 
 
b. Conferencing with the student on how to include more facts in support of his/her 

position. 
 
 
 Teacher Notes: 







District Writing Sample Scoring Rationale 
Second Prompt, Grade 7 

Persuasive 
Supporting an Opinion with Facts and Logic 

 
Rubric Score Point:    2 high 
 
Characteristics that make the paper a high 2: 
 

a. Responds to prompt. 
 
b. Contains complete sentences. 

 
c. Has a concluding paragraph. 

 
d. Understands the format for a business letter. 

 
e. Needs facts, statistics, or other evidence. 
 
f. Needs to address possible concerns of the reader. 

 
g. Contains repetition of thoughts. 

 
 
Additional instructional steps for the writer’s growth would include: 
 

a. Conferencing with the student to strive for one main idea followed by the support. 
 
b. Teaching how to add variety in sentence structure to include compound sentences. 

 
c. Teaching the student some techniques for proofreading in order to eliminate repetition. 

 
d. Demonstrating how to write a counterargument then coaching the student through the 

process. 
 
 

Teacher Notes: 









District Writing Sample Scoring Rationale 
Second Prompt, Grade 7 

Persuasive 
Supporting an Opinion with Facts and Logic 

 
Rubric Score Point:    2 anchor 
 
Characteristics that make the paper an anchor 2: 
 

a. Contains most of the elements of a business letter. 
 
b. Attempts the use of transitions. 

 
c. Contains little descriptive language. 

 
d. Mainly contains one type of sentence structure. 

  
e. Does attempt to use supporting details to back up reasons. 
 
f. Lack of descriptive facts language and a variety of sentence structures. 

 
 
Additional instructional steps for the writer’s growth would include: 
 

a. Modeling for the student how to develop complex sentences. 
 
b. Reviewing the format for a business letter. 

 
c. Teaching the structure for a persuasive essay. 

 
 

 
 Teacher Notes: 





District Writing Sample Scoring Rationale 
Second Prompt, Grade 7 

Persuasive 
Supporting an Opinion with Facts and Logic 

 
Rubric Score Point:    2 low 
 
Characteristics that make the paper a low 2: 
 

a. Attempts to respond to prompt. 
 

b. Lacks supporting evidence. 
 

c. Lacks sentence variety. 
 

d. Attempts transitions. 
  

e. Lacks business letter format. 
 

f. Lack of understanding of persuasive writing. 
 
 
Additional instructional steps for the writer’s growth would include: 
 

a. Modeling how to include a variety of sentence structures. 
 
b. Instructing the student on the elements and structure of a multi-paragraph essay. 

 
c. Teaching the structure for a persuasive essay. 

 
 

 
 Teacher Notes: 





District Writing Sample Scoring Rationale 
Second Prompt, Grade 7 

Persuasive 
Supporting an Opinion with Facts and Logic 

 
 
Rubric Score Point:    1 high 
 
Characteristics that make the paper a high 1: 
 

a. Responds to prompt. 
 
b. Has complete sentences. 
 
c. Contains primarily sight words. 

 
d. Includes too little supporting evidence. 

 
e. Has no introduction or conclusion. 
 
f. Contains little or no facts, statistics, or other well-chosen evidence. 

 
 
Additional instructional steps for the writer’s growth would include: 
 

a. Demonstrating how to develop an effective introduction and conclusion. 
 
b. Teaching the student how to write a multi-paragraph essay with topic sentences 

supported with evidence. 
 

c. Modeling how to improve word choice variety. 
 
 

Teacher Notes: 





District Writing Sample Scoring Rationale 
Second Prompt, Grade 7 

Persuasive 
Supporting an Opinion with Facts and Logic 

 
Rubric Score Point:    1 anchor 
 
Characteristics that make the paper an anchor 1: 
 

a. Includes good business letter format. 
 
b. Contains mostly sight words with no descriptive language. 
 
c. Lacks supporting evidence. 

 
d. Uses punctuation (mainly) incorrectly. 

 
e. Includes no lead, transitions, or conclusion. 

  
f. Lacks evidence to support the stance taken. 

 
 
Additional instructional steps for the writer’s growth would include: 
 

a. Demonstrating how to develop an introductory paragraph with a grabber sentence and 
a conclusion. 

 
b. Modeling for the student how to use transitional words. 

 
 

 
 Teacher Notes: 



 


