
Grade 7 
Third Prompt 

 

Response to Literature 
Writing a Letter to an Author 

 
  
English/Language Arts Content Standards: 
1.0 Writing Strategies 
2.0  Writing Applications (Genres and Their Characteristics) 
2.2  Write responses to literature: 

a. Develop interpretations exhibiting careful reading, understanding, and insight. 
b. Organize interpretations around several clear ideas, premises, or images from the literary 

work. 
c. Justify interpretations through sustained use of examples and textual evidence. 

 
 

Writing Situation 
 

Over the past year you were required to read several novels or short stories.  At times you may have 
felt like you wanted to tell the author how a story affected you.  (Allow an opportunity for discussion.) 
 
Directions for Writing 
 

Choose a fictional book or short story that you have read over the past school year.  It could be a story 
that you have really enjoyed or one that you disliked.  Express your thoughts and feelings about the 
story by writing a friendly letter to the author.  Be sure to include three things you liked or disliked 
about the novel (i.e., a character, the theme, a conflict, or resolution.)  Use the five basic parts of a 
friendly letter.  Support your opinion with examples and details from the story. 
 
Writing and Convention Standards 
 

For this task, students will write a letter to an author that will: 
a. be clearly organized following the conventional friendly letter format.  
b. develop sound interpretations based on careful reading of the author's work. 
c. justify interpretations using concrete language and examples from the text. 
d. have a consistent, interesting, and appropriate point of view. 
e. have strong verbs in sentences. 
f. use the active voice. 
g. demonstrate grade level appropriate sentence structure, grammar, punctuation, capitalization, 

and spelling. 
 

Resources 
Reading/Language Arts Framework for California Public Schools, p. 173 
Write Source 2000: Lesson Plans and Assessments, pp. 14-17 
Write Source 2000, pp. 149-152, 181, 151 



Grade 7 
Third Prompt Rubric 

 

Response to Literature 
Writing a Letter to an Author 

 

4 § Fully addresses the prompt.  
§ Is clearly organized in a logical sequence that develops an interpretation 

exhibiting careful reading, understanding, and insight. 
§ Is organized around more than one clear idea, premise, or image. 
§ Is a multi-paragraph composition with an introduction, supporting details 

that use well-chosen examples and evidence from the text to develop and 
justify interpretations, and a concluding paragraph that summarizes 
important ideas and details and links to the purpose of the composition. 

§ Is written in correct friendly letter form. 
§ Contains effective transitions and conjunctions to connect and unify the 

important ideas. 
§ Has complete, coherent sentences that use a variety of patterns that 

include compound and complex sentences, using the active voice. 
§ Has effectiveness and variety of word choice. 
§ Has a consistent, interesting, and appropriate point of view that is relevant 

for the intended audience. 
§ Has grade- level appropriate spelling, grammar, capitalization, and 

punctuation; contains few, if any, errors that do not interfere with 
understanding the writing. 

§ Has fluid, legible handwriting. 
 

3 § Responds to the prompt. 
§ Is organized in a logical sequence that demonstrates an understanding of a 

literary work. 
§ Is organized around more than one clear idea, premise, or image. 
§ Is a multi-paragraph composition with an introduction, some details that 

use well-chosen examples and evidence from the test to develop and 
justify interpretations, and a conclusion.   

§ Is written in correct friendly letter form. 
§ Contains transitions and conjunctions to connect ideas. 
§ Has mainly complete sentences that use more than one pattern that 

include compound and complex sentences and may use the active voice. 
§ Has some variety in word choice. 
§ Has an interesting, and appropriate point of view appropriate for the 

intended audience. 
§ Has mainly grade- level appropriate spelling, grammar, capitalization, and 

punctuation; contains some errors that do not interfere with understanding 
the writing. 

§ Has legible handwriting. 
 



2 § Attempts to respond to the prompt. 
§ May lack organization. 
§ Is organized around more than one idea, premise, or image. 
§ Contains most of the elements of a friendly letter. 
§ May contain few transitions and conjunctions to connect ideas. 
§ May have incomplete or incoherent sentences that may use only one 

pattern; the active voice is not present. 
§ May have little or no variety in word choice. 
§ May show an appropriate point of view that may be inappropriate for the 

intended audience. 
§ May contain many errors in spelling, grammar, capitalization, and/or 

punctuation that may interfere with understanding the writing. 
§ Has handwriting that is difficult to read. 

 

1 § May not respond to the prompt. (May be off topic.) 
§ Lacks organization. 
§ May not be organized around any idea, premise or image. 
§ Lacks paragraphs and/or does not include details or examples from the 

text. 
§ May not be in friendly letter form. 
§ Contains no transitions and/or conjunctions to connect ideas. 
§ Has mainly incomplete or incoherent sentences. 
§ Contains mainly basic sight words with no descriptive language. 
§ May show an inappropriate point of view that does not consider the 

intended audience. 
§ Handwriting may be mostly illegible. 
§ May contain frequent and numerous errors in grammar, capitalization, or 

punctuation that interfere with understanding the writing. 
 

BP § Blank Paper 



Grade 7 
Third Prompt – Student Page 

 

Response to Literature 
Writing a Letter to an Author 

 
  
 

Writing Situation 
 

Over the past year you were required to read several novels or short stories.  At times you may have 
felt like you wanted to tell the author how a story affected you.  (Allow an opportunity for discussion.) 
 
Directions for Writing 
 

Choose a fictional book or short story that you have read over the past school year.  It could be a story 
that you have really enjoyed or one that you disliked.  Express your thoughts and feelings about the 
story by writing a friendly letter to the author.  Be sure to include three things you liked or disliked 
about the novel (i.e., a character, the theme, a conflict, or resolution.)  Use the five basic parts of a 
friendly letter.  Support your opinion with examples and details from the story. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Writing and Convention Standards  
 

For this task, you will write a letter to an author that will: 
a. be clearly organized following the conventional friendly letter format.  
b. develop sound interpretations based on careful reading of the author's work. 
c. justify interpretations using concrete language and examples from the text. 
d. have a consistent, interesting, and appropriate point of view. 
e. have strong verbs in sentences. 
f. use the active voice. 
g. demonstrate grade level appropriate sentence structure, grammar, punctuation, capitalization, 

and spelling. 
 



District Writing Sample Scoring Rationale 
Third Prompt, Grade 7 
Response to Literature 

Writing a Letter to an Author 
 

 
Rubric Score Point:    4 anchor 
 
Characteristics that make the paper an anchor 4: 
 

a. Is a multi-paragraph letter with a strong introduction and conclusion. 
 

b. Has well-chosen examples and evidence from the text to develop and justify 
interpretations. 

 
c. Uses correct friendly letter form. 

 
d. Fully addresses the prompt by discussing characters and plot. 

 
e. Transitions are not used to connect and unify the important ideas. 
 
f. Lacks variety of sentence patterns. 

 

 
Additional instructional steps for the writer’s growth would include: 
 

a. Modeling for the student how to use transitions and conjunctions to connect ideas and 
to vary sentence structure. 

 
 
 

Teacher Notes: 









District Writing Sample Scoring Rationale 
Third Prompt, Grade 7 
Response to Literature 

Writing a Letter to an Author 
 

 
Rubric Score Point:    4 low 
 
Characteristics that make the paper a low 4: 
 

a. Contains effective transitions and conjunctions to connect and unify ideas. 
 

b. Is a 5-paragraph essay with supporting details and conclusion. 
 

c. Has complete, coherent sentences that use some sentence patterns and an active 
voice. 

 
d. The introduction is abrupt and lacks a strong thesis.  
 
e. The paper was written using the business letter format. 

 
f. Does not address literary elements in the composition. 

 

 
Additional instructional steps for the writer’s growth would include: 
 

a. Reviewing the format of a business letter. 
 
b. Demonstrating how to develop strong leads/introductions. 

 
 

Teacher Notes: 







District Writing Sample Scoring Rationale 
Third Prompt, Grade 7 
Response to Literature 

Writing a Letter to an Author 
 

Rubric Score Point:    3 high 
 
Characteristics that make the paper a high 3: 
 

a. Responds to prompt in logical sequence demonstrating clear understanding of a 
literary work. 

 
b. Organized around more than one clear idea, premise or image in a multi-paragraph 

composition with introduction, details, and examples of works. 
 

c. Uses complete sentences with a variety of compound/complex sentences. 
 

d. Has consistent, interesting, and appropriate point of view appropriate for intended 
audience. 

 
e. Exhibits careful reading, understanding and insight of work through examples of 

discussion of a variety of author’s work. 
 
f. Contains few, if any, errors in spelling, grammar, capitalization, and punctuation. 

 
g. Could include a more clearly distinguishable conclusion as a better indicator of a 

friendly letter. 
 

Additional instructional steps for the writer’s growth would include: 
 

a. Demonstrating how to develop an effective conclusion. 
 
b. Modeling for the student how to use transitions to connect ideas and create variety of 

sentence structure. 
 
 

Teacher Notes: 







District Writing Sample Scoring Rationale 
Third Prompt, Grade 7 
Response to Literature 

Writing a Letter to an Author 
 

Rubric Score Point:   3 anchor 
 
Characteristics that make the paper an anchor 3: 
 

a. Is a multi-paragraph composition with introduction, some details that use well-chosen 
examples and evidence to justify interpretations, and a conclusion. 

 
b. Responds to prompt and is organized in logical sequence demonstrating an 

understanding of a literary work. 
 

c. Has interesting and appropriate point of view appropriate for intended audience. 
 

d. Correct friendly letter form with transitions and conjunctions, complete sentences and 
mainly grade-level appropriate spelling, grammar, capitalization and punctuation. 

 
e. Uses great examples from variety of novels indicating knowledge of subject. 
 
f. Good use of personal questions about being an author in conclusion. 

 
g. Does not contain much variety in word choice or sentence patterns. 

 
Additional instructional steps for the writer’s growth would include: 
 

a. Modeling for the student how to develop compound/complex sentences. 
 
b. Modeling how to improve word choice variety. 

 
 

Teacher Notes: 









District Writing Sample Scoring Rationale 
Third Prompt, Grade 7 
Response to Literature 

Writing a Letter to an Author 
 

Rubric Score Point:    3 low 
 
Characteristics that make the paper a low 3: 
 

a. Responds to prompt in logical sequence demonstrating an understanding of a literary 
work. 

 
b. Is a multi-paragraph composition with details and examples to justify interpretations of 

a work. 
 

c. Has interesting and appropriate point of view for intended audience. 
 

d. Has mainly grade-level appropriate spelling, grammar, capitalization, and punctuation, 
which do not interfere with understanding of the writing. 

 
e. Contains a good conclusion, indicating friendly letter.  
 
f. Includes a good supporting examples for topic sentences of the paragraphs. 

 
g. Contains several incomplete sentences. 

 
Additional instructional steps for the writer’s growth would include: 
 

a. Modeling for the student how to use transitions and conjunctions appropriately – not at 
the beginning of a sentence, which creates incomplete sentences. 

 
b. Reviewing the rules for punctuating titles of novels. 

 
c. Modeling for the student how to develop complex/compound sentences. 

 
 

Teacher Notes: 







District Writing Sample Scoring Rationale 
Third Prompt, Grade 7 
Response to Literature 

Writing a Letter to an Author 
 

 
Rubric Score Point:    2 high 
 
Characteristics that make the paper a high 2: 
 

a. Contains a strong attempt to respond to prompt. 
 
b. Includes a finely developed friendly letter format. 
 
c. Has a strong attempt at including character, theme, and setting. 

 
d. Is a multi-paragraph composition; however, lacks clearly developed evidence from 

text. 
 

e. Uses one sentence pattern, lacking transitional words.  
 

f. Lacks sentence variety. 
 

 
Additional instructional steps for the writer’s growth would include: 
 

a. Modeling for the student how to develop complex sentence structure. 
 
b. Modeling for the student how to use transitions to connect ideas and create variety of 

sentence structure. 
 
 

Teacher Notes: 









District Writing Sample Scoring Rationale 
Third Prompt, Grade 7 
Response to Literature 

Writing a Letter to an Author 
 

 
Rubric Score Point:   2 anchor 
 
Characteristics that make the paper an anchor 2: 
 

a. Is organized with appropriate paragraphing. 
 

b. Speaks to the author with his/her voice being heard. 
 

c. Uses some variety of sentence structures with transitions. 
 

d. Doesn’t contain justification from the text for ideas. 
 

e. Use of friendly letter format. 
 
f. Some uses of sentence structure variety. 

 
g. Developing ideas backed up with examples from text. 

 
 
Additional instructional steps for the writer’s growth would include: 
 

a. Teaching how to pick a specific character, setting, or theme; state it, and develop it 
with support from text. 

 
b. Teaching the student some strategies to develop vocabulary. 

 
 

Teacher Notes: 







District Writing Sample Scoring Rationale 
Third Prompt, Grade 7 
Response to Literature 

Writing a Letter to an Author 
 

 
Rubric Score Point:    2 low 
 
Characteristics that make the paper a low 2: 
 

a. Attempts to respond to prompt. 
 
b. Is written correctly in the friendly letter format. 
 
c. Attempts to address character – “my favorite character is…” 
 
d. Contains incomplete sentences with numerous errors in punctuation that interfere with 

comprehension. 
 

e. Contains many spelling errors. 
 

f. Does contain some examples from text but they are not developed. 
 

g. Contains one sentence pattern. 
 
Additional instructional steps for the writer’s growth would include: 
 

a. Modeling how to develop sentences around a main idea.  This will lead into paragraph 
development. 

 
b. Teaching the student basic spelling rules and patterns to increase his/her personal 

dictionary. 
 

c. Modeling for the student how to develop complex/compound sentences. 
 
 

Teacher Notes: 





District Writing Sample Scoring Rationale 
Third Prompt, Grade 7 
Response to Literature 

Writing a Letter to an Author 
 

 
Rubric Score Point:    1 high 
 
Characteristics that make the paper a high 1: 
 

a. Contains language and examples from the text. 
 
b. Attempts to use transitions. 
 
c. Lacks paragraphs. 

 
d. Has run-on sentences. 

 
e. Lacks organization. 

 
f. Shows inappropriate point of view that does not consider the intended audience. 

 
g. Many errors in conventions. 

 
 
Additional instructional steps for the writer’s growth would inc lude: 
 

a. Reviewing the format of a friendly letter. 
 
b. Modeling how to choose the main ideas and begin a new paragraph when discussing 

a new idea. 
 
 

Teacher Notes: 





District Writing Sample Scoring Rationale 
Third Prompt, Grade 7 
Response to Literature 

Writing a Letter to an Author 
 

 
Rubric Score Point:   1 anchor 
 
Characteristics that make the paper an anchor 1: 
 

a. Attempts a friendly letter format. 
 
b. Uses paragraphs. 
 
c. Frequent and numerous errors in spelling, grammar, capitalization, and punctuation 

that interfere with understanding the writing. 
 

d. Has mainly incomplete or incoherent sentence. 
 

e. Uses conjunctions inappropriately. 
 

f. Contains mainly basic sight words with no descriptive language. 
 

 
Additional instructional steps for the writer’s growth would include: 
 

a. Teaching the student the proper way to write a sentence using a complete thought 
with a subject and a predicate and the correct use of conjunctions. 

 
b. Reviewing the capitalization rules for the proper noun, “I”. 

 
 

Teacher Notes: 





District Writing Sample Scoring Rationale 
Third Prompt, Grade 7 
Response to Literature 

Writing a Letter to an Author 
 

 
Rubric Score Point:    1 low 
 
Characteristics that make the paper a low 1: 
 

a. Attempts vocabulary which is beyond basic sight words. 
 
b. Does not respond to the prompt. 

 
c. Lacks paragraphs. 

 
d. Inappropriate point of view that does not consider the intended audience. 

 
e. Contains frequent and numerous errors in spelling. 

 
f. Includes details from the text. 
 
g. Lacks sentence structure. 

 
 
Additional instructional steps for the writer’s growth would include: 
 

a. Teaching the student to examine the topic and identify what needs to be included in 
responding to a prompt. 

 
b. Practicing how to identify a run-on sentence and how to rewrite it. 

 
 

Teacher Notes: 





 


